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Part 1: Introduction  

 
Alpine Township recognizes the contribution recreation makes to the quality of life 
and the physical health of its citizens and to the economic health of the region.  
Therefore, Alpine Township invests in the recreation assets of the community.  
 
This plan lays out the community’s vision for future park and recreation 
investments and is intended to guide the decision-making process to achieve the 
community’s vision.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources requires community recreation 
plans to be updated every five years in order to qualify for State grants to assist in 
financing park and open space acquisitions, park development and improvements to 
existing parks.    
 
Grant eligibility under this plan will be effective from 2016 through 2020.  It is 
recommended, however, that the plan be periodically reviewed and updated to meet 
the needs of this changing community.  Previous recreation plans were adopted by 
Alpine Township in 1992, 2001 and 2010.   
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Part 2: Community Description 

The implications of the following community characteristics for the recreation plan 
will be discussed in the Needs Analysis section of Part 5.   
 
LOCATION___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Alpine Township is located in western Kent County, less than one mile north of the 
City of Grand Rapids.  Alpine Township is bordered by Plainfield Township to the 
east, the City of Walker to the south, Wright Township (in Ottawa County) to the west 
and Sparta Township to the north.  Alpine Township is a standard 36-square mile 
Michigan General Law Township.   

NATURAL  FEATURES_____________________ 
 
Soils   A large percentage of Alpine 
Township consists of prime farmland soils.  
These are defined by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture as soils which are best suited 
for feed, forage, fiber and oil seed crops and 
which produce the highest yields with 
minimal inputs of energy and economic 
resources.  Certain areas may be prime 
farmland only when well drained or not 
flooded during the growing season.   
 
Topography   Alpine Township’s 
topography have long been supportive of 
specialty agricultural crop production.  
Located along the southerly end of a local 
geomorphic landform known as the “Fruit 
Ridge,” Alpine Township is home to a 
productive apple growing industry.   
 
Local topographic elevations above the 
average frost line, when combined with 
“airshed” drainage patterns associated with 
the rolling topography, allows for excellent 

fruit production possibilities.  Much of the northwestern Township consists of rolling 
hills and associated deep swales that were created by glacial ice-contact soil 
deposits.  These deposits are often heavy, clay-rich soils.  
 
The eastern and southern portions of the Township’s topography begins to flatten 
out; the effect of glacial melt water.  Soils grade from clay loams to loams and then 
sands.   
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Map 1: Prime Farmland Soils 
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Surface Water Features 
Several streams bisect the Township that eventually drain into the Grand River.  In 
addition, several moderately sized glacial kettle hole lakes dot the local 
landscape.  The number of wetlands within the Township is surprisingly low.  This 
wetland scarcity is most likely due to agricultural drainage practices. 
 
Streams 
1. Mill Creek: This is the largest surface water body in the Township and has the 

largest watershed within the Township.  Mill Creek continues to support a cold 
water trout population; however, the health of this population is unknown.  This 
creek is groundwater-driven and the land use impacts in the watershed are 
mostly from agricultural practices. 
 

2. Strawberry Creek:  Strawberry Creek starts in the agricultural portion of the 
Township but near its confluence with Mill Creek it is a decidedly urban stream.  
The Strawberry Creek watershed is master planned for urban development.  
Strawberry Creek supports a cold water trout population of undetermined 
magnitude.     

 
3. York Creek: This urban stream that has been negatively impacted by past poor 

urban storm water management practices.  York Creek was investigated in 
great detail in the 1990’s via a Section 319 Clean Water Act Watershed 
Management Project.  The biological productivity of York Creek has been 
greatly diminished.    

 
4. Indian Mill Creek: This stream starts in Alpine Township as a rural watercourse 

but progresses to a large urban stream within the cities of Walker and Grand 
Rapids.  Its watershed is the second largest in Alpine Township.  The biological 
status of this runoff-driven watercourse has been studied by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources within the past 20 years.   

 
5. Sand Creek (East Fork):  This stream has been impacted by urban land uses in 

the southwestern sections of the Township.  Non-point source pollution 
impacts to this watercourse have increased in recent years.    

 
Lakes 
The most significant glacial kettle hole lake in Alpine Township is Cranberry Lake, 
which is located in the northwest corner of the Township in Sections 6 and 7.  This 
117-acre lake was most likely opened up via dredging practices.  It is ringed by a 
number of homes and is used for active and passive recreational activities.   A 
public access point is in place in the northwest corner of the lake.   
 
Other kettle hole lakes include Mead Lake (20.0 ac), Baumhoff Lake (8.7 
ac), Stevenson Lake (2.1 ac), and Hopkins Lake (5.8 ac).  All are private lakes 
without public access points.  Most appear to have been dredged or altered in 
some manner in the past.   
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Map 2: Surface Water Features and Watershed Boundaries 
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LAND USE PATTERNS___________ _____________________________________________ 
 
Alpine Township is a community with two very different aspects; it has an 
agricultural base and an urban core.  Alpine Township is part of a 6-township 
agricultural area known as “the Ridge” that produces most of Michigan’s apples 
for fresh consumption.  Of the Township’s total area, 61% is planned for 
Agricultural Preservation (2015 Future Land Use Map) and 74% is zoned for 
agricultural purposes.   
 
There is a significant urban core found in southeastern corner of the Township 
adjacent to the prosperous M-37/Alpine Avenue commercial/industrial corridor.  
This urban population is comprised of a large number of apartment buildings in a 
couple of apartment complexes, as well as numerous single-family residences 
located within a series of mature platted neighborhoods. 
 
Although the Township’s base is agricultural, its populous urban core requires 
certain public services, including parks and recreation facilities. 
 
Land Use Planning & Zoning  
The aforementioned land use and population distribution patterns are a direct 
result of proactive and comprehensive community master planning.  The core of 
the past and present master planning agenda is a smart growth methodology.  
 
The Future Land Use Map from the 2015 Alpine Township Master Plan Update 
clearly delineates a distinct line between rural-agricultural land uses and the 
urban core.  The limit of master planned urbanization is based on current 
projections relative to extensions of public sanitary sewer lines.  As such, Alpine 
Township’s future land use plan is based on empirical data relative to an urban 
services boundary and the unique capabilities of local farmland soils and 
topography.  
 
Obviously, planning and zoning policies are greatly affected by the free economic 
market.  Alpine Township’s location immediately north of the City of Grand Rapids, 
when combined with the traffic-moving capabilities of M-37 and Fruit Ridge 
Avenue, will surely attract increased urban development.   
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Map 3: 2015 Future Land Use Map 
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Transportation 
Alpine Township’s most significant roadway is M-37; whose traffic counts 
continue to rise.  In 2012, a 24-hour 2-way traffic count conducted just south of 
the M-37 and 4 Mile Road intersection by the Michigan Department of 
Transportation reveals that an average of 39,000 vehicles per day.   According to 
the Kent County Road Commission the 24-hour 2-way traffic count on 4 Mile 
Road in 2015 was 10,000 vehicles just west and east of M-37.  The Township has 
developed a strong partnership with KCRC and MDOT with the mutual goal of 
coordinating traffic management efforts. 
 
Fruit Ridge Avenue is also experiencing significant increases in traffic counts 
(approximately 6,000 vehicles per day in 2015 at 6 Mile Road according the 
KCRC).  This roadway should be carefully managed for access management, 
given the master planned urban development south of 4 Mile Road in the City of 
Walker. 
 
When combined with M-37’s direct link to I-96 and its link to US-131 via 10 Mile 
Road, it is apparent that Alpine Township will face continuing urban 
development pressures. 
 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities   
Over the last couple of years a couple of miles of sidewalk have been 
constructed in the Township; most of which connected existing sidewalk 
segments together.    
 
In addition, there are several new 4-foot paved shoulders for bicycles to use, but 
the network is very limited.  The new Fred Meijer Pioneer Trail which connects 
the State of Michigan’s Musketawa and White Pine Trails lies just to the south in 
the City of Walker.  
 
On the following page is the Transportation Master Plan map from the 2015 
Township Master Plan Update and includes the locations of future non-
motorized transportation facilities; which are also recreational facilities.   
   
The non-motorized transportation portion of the Transportation Master Plan map 
focuses on known issues and deficiencies and does not include future shared-
use paths in areas planned for future residential development.  As residential 
development begins to occur, plans for shared-use paths will be added.  
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Map 4: 2015 Transportation Master Plan Map (dashed red lines are future sidewalks, yellow lines are future roads)  
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SOCIAL FEATURES__________________________________________________________ 
 

An important step in community planning is to understand the characteristics of 
the people that make up the community.   The makeup of a community’s residents 
helps determine park and recreation needs.  Therefore, the social data contained 
in this section helps administrators plan for and develop parks and recreation 
programs.   Unless otherwise stated, the following tables contain data from U.S. 
decennial censuses.   
 
Population Trends 
As illustrated in Table 1, Alpine Township’s population decreased by 4.6% 
between 2000 and 2010.  However, according to the 2010-2014 American 
Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Alpine Township’s population in 2014 was 
estimated to have increased to 13,531 persons.  Staff anticipates this upward 
population trend from 2010 to continue.   
 
Table 1: Population Comparisons 

 
Germane to park and recreation planning is the fact that 64% of Alpine Township’s 
overall population is clustered into only two sections of land; Sections 25 and 36.  
The 8,486 persons living in these two Sections (2010 Census Tracts #114.05 and 
114.06 combined) is roughly bounded by Alpine Ave., 6 Mile Road, N. Division Ave. 
and the southern Township boundary.  Of the 640 persons the Township lost 
between 2000 and 2010; 581 of those persons lived in this geographical area.  
Service needs follow people, therefore, Alpine Township should strive to address 
the parks and recreation needs of this densely populated urban core.   
 
Barring a major deviation from the Township’s Master Plan and the associated 
farmland preservation policies (see 2015 Future Land Use Map), it is safe to 
assume that any projected increases in Alpine Township’s population will manifest 
as additional urban citizens.  New citizens will seek public services, including park 
and recreation opportunities.  

Location 1990 
Percent 
Change 

1980 
to 1990 

2000 
Percent 
Change 
1990 to 

2000 
2010 

Percent 
Change 2000 to 

2010 

Alpine Twp. 9,863 10.39% 13,976 41.70% 13,336 -4.6% 
City of 
Walker 17,279 14.52% 21,842 26.40% 23,537 7.8% 
Plainfield 
Twp. 24,946 21.03% 30,195 21.04% 30,952 2.5% 
Sparta Twp. 
& Village 8,447 21.82% 8,938 5.81% 9,110 1.9% 

Wright Twp. 3,285 -3.01% 3,286 0.0003% 3,147 -4.2% 

Kent County  500,631 12.62% 574,335 14.72% 602,622 4.9% 
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Age Distribution 
As reflected in the 2010 Census, Alpine Township’s age distribution and median 
age are not a great deal different than that of the county or state.  Across the 
board the populations of Alpine Township, Kent County and State of Michigan have 
aged as reflected in the increased median ages since 2000.  In fact, the oldest 
Baby Boomers have reached a common retirement age.   
 
Millennials (born between the early 1980s to early 2000s) are the second largest 
generation group born in U.S. history is currently coming of age.  The median 
age in 2010 for Census Tract #114.06 which encompasses Sections 36 was 26.7 
years of age.  Based upon the above figure, it is apparent that there are a high 
number of young people (Millennials and/or children) that live in Section 36 where 
there isn’t easy access to many recreational facilities.  Therefore, the Township 
should strive to provide any additional recreational facilities it can in this heavily 
populated area and encourage the private sector to do so also.    
 
Table 2: Age Distribution, 2010 
 Alpine Township % Kent County % Michigan % 
Under 18 25.8 26.2 23.7 
18-24 11.4 10.5 9.9 
25-44 27.1 26.8 24.7 
45-64 25.0 25.3 27.9 
65+ 10.7 11.1 13.8 

Median Age 32.6 years 34.4 years 38.9 years 

 
Household Distribution 
A household includes all the people who occupy a dwelling unit.  In Alpine 
Township there were 282 fewer households in 2010 than in 2000.  However, the 
percentage of single person households has remained steady at about 24%.  The 
percentage of single-person households has also remained steady over the last 
decade for the other listed communities.  This information identifies the need to 
focus parks and recreation attention not only on families with young children, 
but also on “empty nesters” and young single adults. 
 

Households, 2010 

 Number of 
Households 

Average  
Household 

Size (persons) 
Single Person 
Households 

% of Total 
Households 

(single person 
households) 

Alpine Twp. 5,268 2.52 1,307 24.8 
City of Walker 9,684 2.40 2,952 30.5 
Plainfield Twp. 11,943 2.59 2,807 23.5 
Sparta Twp. 3,424 2.65 828 24.2 
Wright Twp. 1,127 2.77 206 18.3 
Kent County 227,239 2.60 59,082 26.0 
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Housing:  
Alpine Township has four major apartment complexes and a couple of 
manufacturing housing communities that rent homes.  This wide array of 
housing choices has resulted in approximately 40% of the Township’s dwelling 
units being renter-occupied.    
 
According to the 2008-2012 American Community Survey Estimates, 2% of 
households moved into their owner-occupied home in 2010 or later while 13.7% 
of households moved into their renter-occupied home in 2010 or later.  This was 
later confirmed by the 2010 actual Census counts which indicated 18.7% of 
Township residents (2,476 persons) lived elsewhere in 2009 (most moved from 
within Kent County).    
 
By their very nature, rented dwelling units are occupied by a more transient 
population than owner-occupied dwelling units; which makes informing new 
residents of recreation choices and providing recreation programming for this 
segment of the population tough.  However, the recreation needs of residents 
who rent are no different than for residents who own their dwelling units.   
 

Housing Occupancy, 2010 
 

Community 
Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied Vacant Total 

Units # of 
Units 

% of   
Units 

# of 
Units 

% of 
Units 

# of 
Units 

% of  
Units 

Alpine Twp. 3,070 51.9 2,198 37.2 642 10.9 5,910 

City of Walker 6,081 58.3 3,603 34.5 748 7.2 10,432 
Plainfield Twp. 9,917 80.0 2,026 16.1 612 4.9 12,555 
Sparta Twp.  2,619 72.0 805 22.1 213 5.9 3,637 
Wright Twp. 1,016 86.1 111 9.4 53 4.5 1,180 
Kent County  158,301 64.1 68,938 27.9 19,662 8.0 246,901 
Michigan 2,793,342 61.6 1,079,166 23.8 659,725 14.6 4,532,233 
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Disabled Population 
When planning for new recreation facilities, site upgrades and activities, the 
Township should take care to ensure that facilities and programs are accessible, 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.  Even residents who are 
not disabled may find themselves temporarily disabled due to an illness, accident 
or simply advanced age.  
 
Table 5: Disability Status of the Civilian Non-Institutionalized Population in Alpine 
Township, 2014       (2010-2014 American Community Survey Estimates) 

Age Group Total Number With a Disability* 
% of Population 

within age group 
5 to 17 years 2,124 86 4.0% 
18 to 64 years 8,932 994 11.1% 
65 years and over 1,433 542 37.8% 
Population 5 years 
and over 

12,489 1,622  

* Includes hearing, vision, cognitive, ambulatory, self-care and independent living 
difficulties.   
 
With regards to residents 65 years and over, most difficulties were with 
ambulation (21.4%) and independent living (17.8%). 
 
Income  
The percentage of Alpine residents below the poverty level has increased since 
2000.  It is believed this partially due to the larger proportion of non-family 
households in the Township.  Financial means to pay for recreation programs may 
not be available to these households.  Recreation program costs and locations 
should be considered when developing programs and facilities to ensure 
accessibility for all residents.   
 
Per the Census, a family includes a householder and one or more other people 
living in the same household who are related to the householder by birth, 
marriage, or adoption.  Not all households contain families since a household 
may be a group of unrelated people or one person living alone.  
 
Table 6:  Income, 2010-2014 Estimates  

 
Median 

Household 
Income (dollars) 

Median  
Family Income 

(dollars) 

Per Capita 
Income 
(dollars) 

All people whose 
income in the past 
12 months is below 

the poverty level 
Alpine 
Township 44,808 52,224 22,244 21.3% 

Kent County 52,716 64,487 26,436 15.5% 
Michigan 49,087 61,684 26,143 16.9% 
Source: 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-year estimates  
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Race and Culture  
As indicated in the Census figures, Alpine Township is slowly changing into a 
more diverse community.  For clarification purposes, Hispanic origin refers to 
culture not race; people who identify their origin as Hispanic may of any race.   

Source: 2000 and 2010 U.S. Census, QT-PS, Race and Hispanic or Latino Origin 
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2000 Alpine Township  89.5 3.1 0.8 1.5 0.1 2.8 2.2 
6.6 
(916 

persons) 

93.4 
(13,060 
persons) 

2010 

Alpine Township  81.9 6.2 0.6 1.0 0.0 6.7 3.6 
13.0  
(1,735 

persons) 

87.0 
(11,601 
persons) 

Sparta Township 94.5 0.7 0.3 0.4 0.0 2.4 1.7 5.3 94.7 
City of Walker 91.3 2.8 0.5 1.9 0.0 1.4 2.1 4.1 95.9 
Wright Township 96.3 0.5 0.6 0.3 0.0 1.7 0.7 3.3 96.7 
Plainfield 
Township 93.7 2.1 0.3 1.2 0.0 0.6 2.1 2.6 97.4 

Kent County 79.9 9.7 0.5 2.3 0.0 4.5 3.0 9.7 90.3 
Michigan 78.9 14.2 0.6 2.4 0.0 1.5 2.3 4.4 95.6 
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Part 3: Administrative Structure 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE___________________________________ 
 
The Alpine Township Board has established a Parks and Recreation Committee 
to provide a defined structure for citizen input and public relations regarding the 
development of the parks and recreation master plan, the management of sports 
programs in the past, and the suggestion of budgetary items. 
 
The Alpine Township Parks and Recreation Committee is enabled by State of 
Michigan Public Act 156 of 1917, as amended (the Recreation and Playgrounds 
act).  The Committee members are appointed by the Township Board and serve 
on a volunteer basis.  Appendix A contains the Alpine Township Parks and 
Recreation Committee’s bylaws.  This master plan was facilitated by Planning 
Department staff via the Committee following the procedures set forth in said 
bylaws. 
 
The Committee has been linked informally to the Alpine Township Planning 
Commission in order to develop a parks and recreation master plan agenda that 
is congruent with the current Community Master Plan and population 
projections.  The Parks and Recreation Committee and all staff members 
ultimately report to the Township Board.   
 
Staff Organizational Chart 

 

Alpine Township 
Residents 

Alpine Township 
Board 

Planning Commission 
Advisory 

Parks & Recreation 
Committee 
Advisory 

Parks & 
Recreation 

Seasonal Staff 

Other 
Township Staff 

Planning 
Director 

Township 
Supervisor 
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STAFFING, OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE__________________________________ 
 
Alpine Township provides for the management and operations of Township-
owned parks through its annual operating budget.   
 
For Westgate Park, Alpine Township utilizes its Fire Department personnel to 
maintain the restrooms and other odd jobs.  Lawn fertilization and mowing is 
handled through a separate lawn maintenance contract.  The Township employs 
a gatekeeper to open and close the gate daily.   
 
For the Alpine Township Sports Complex, Alpine Township employs a 
groundskeeper to maintain the baseball diamonds, soccer fields, walking track, 
restrooms and keep the vast lawn area mowed and managed.  This is a seasonal 
position that at times calls for full-time hours. 
 
RECREATION PROGRAMING IN ALPINE TOWNSHIP ___________________________  
 
In the past, Alpine Township employed a part-time Recreation Director to 
organize and administer the Township’s recreation programs, which consisted 
of softball and soccer leagues.  
 
Due to the availability of other organized leagues in the area and later, budget 
constraints, there has not been as much need or available funding for the 
Township to organize recreation leagues.  The ball diamonds and soccer fields 
are used on a limited basis.  As a result, the Township desires to make some 
improvements to the fields and then market the fields for local league play.   The 
Township hopes to increase the use of the fields with marketing efforts to 
existing leagues in the area and will encourage the formation of new local 
leagues.     
 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS_____________________________________________ 
 
The Township works with a variety of groups on issues such as facility needs, 
park safety and diversity of recreation resources including the Kent County 
Parks Department; Kent County Sheriff’s Department; Kenowa Hills, Comstock 
Park and Sparta school districts; and private recreation leagues.    
 
During the planning process, discussions with the superintendents of the 
Kenowa Hills, Comstock Park and Sparta school districts took place to refresh 
our relationship with each other and to explore possible collaborations.   In 
addition, the Planning Director met with a representative from the Kent County 
Parks Department to ensure our recreation goals mutually supported each 
other. 
 
Finally, the Township solicited input from local leagues regarding how they like 
the Alpine Township Sports Complex facility and how it could be improved.   
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PARKS AND RECREATION BUDGET AND HISTORICAL EXPENDITURES_______ 
 
Alpine Township provides for staffing, operation, and maintenance of Township-
owned parks through its annual operating budget.  The Township’s General 
Fund, supported by local tax millage, State Shared Revenues, and user fees, 
includes a Parks and Recreation Department budget based on a fiscal budgeting 
year starting July 1st of each year.  The budgets reflect a commitment to parks 
and recreation management in Alpine Township. The following table identifies 
Alpine Township’s parks and recreation budget and provides a recent history of 
expenditures. 
 
Table 7: Parks and Recreation Budgeting 

 

Fiscal Year 

Staffing, 
Programming, 
Operations & 
Maintenance 

Capital 
Outlay 

Actual Total 
Expenditures 

Income 

Actual 2012-2013 38,441 0 38,441 13,320 
Actual 2013-2014 26,602 144,251 170,853 9,750 
Actual 2014-2015 29,233 12,478 41,711 3,980 
Budgeted 2015-2016 45,610 0 45,610 5,000 
Projected 2016-2017 45,000   5,000 

 
*This data for FY 2015-2016 is as of Feb. 22, 2016.    

 
Alpine Township Sports Complex 
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Part 4: Recreation Inventory 

  
Please refer to Map 10 for spatial orientation of the described recreation facilities 
below.  This inventory was updated by the Planning Director in 2015. 
 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES IN ALPINE TOWNSHIP____ ________________________ 
 
Site 1: Alpine Township Sports Complex – This is a 20-acre Alpine Township park 
is best described as a “community park” as it services at least a 1-2 mile radius.  
Site amenities include the following: 

• Two softball fields   
• A third softball field that is shared with the Alpine Elementary School 
• Four soccer fields, one full sized and three smaller fields 
• A volleyball sand pit 
• A playground area 
• A half-mile long paved walking path 
• Restroom/storage/concession building 
• The old tennis courts were recently removed to provide more parking 
• Approximately 200 parking spaces  

The Sports Complex is the premier recreation site in Alpine Township.  It is very 
well maintained and is actively used by soccer and softball leagues. 

 
Site 2: Westgate Park – This 7.6-acre “neighborhood park” is situated within the 
Westgate Plats, Alpine Township’s main single-family residential neighborhood 
(743 homes).  Westgate Park was initially built in the 1970’s and was extensively 
renovated during the summer of 2014.  The park is bisected by Strawberry Creek, 
which is a coldwater trout stream and a tributary to Mill Creek.  Amenities include:   

• Many dead or dying trees were removed to open up the entrance and 
provide for more visibility and air circulation in this bowl-shaped park 

• Two new tennis courts were constructed (one also marked for pickleball 
and one with a basketball hoop and associated pavement markings) 

• A renovated restroom building  
• A single relocated playground area for ages 2-12 with mostly new 

equipment, including ADA friendly equipment and mulch  
• Added a gaga ball pit 
• A paved ADA-accessible walking path that was converted to concrete.  The 

path was also extended to the back of the park with asphalt millings 
• Two new benches and 4 existing converted to all-weather materials 
• New ADA picnic table added with concrete pad along pathway and next to 

creek for soothing sound 
• Strawberry Creek fishing access 
• Diverse natural system, including mature forest and wildflower areas 
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Map 5: Alpine Township Sports Complex 
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Map 6: Alpine Township Sports Complex with Measurements 
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Map 7: Westgate Park  
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Map 8: 2013 Westgate Park Improvements 

 
  2013 Park Improvements  

 
• Removed many dead or 

dying trees 
• Two new tennis courts  
• One court marked for 

pickle ball 
• Basketball hoop added 
• Restrooms renovated 
• Relocated playground 
• Added new playground 

equipment, including 
ADA friendly equipment 
and mulch 

• Added gaga ball pit 
• Added benches and ADA 

picnic table 
• Extended paved walking 

path and converted it to 
concrete 

• Extended path with 
asphalt millings to the 
back of the park  
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Map 9: A quarter mile walking radius from Westgate Park 
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Site 3: Alpine Township Community Center – The Alpine Township Community 
Center houses the Alpine Township Historical Committee’s offices and archives.  
The other half of the building is rented out for parties and other gatherings.  The 3-
acre site has a horseshoe pit area located north of the building.  This site is best 
described as a “neighborhood park” as it services the needs of the farming 
community of the northwest Alpine area. 
 
Site 4: Wahlfield County Park – This 283-acre Kent County Park is a “large regional 
park.”  The current park facilities were developed in 2005/6.  Mill Creek bisects the 
park land, most of which is undeveloped at this point in time.  Site amenities 
include: 

• A very large playground area with sandbox 
• One very large picnic shelter and one small picnic shelter  
• Restrooms, grills and water access 
• A paved path connects the above listed amenities  
•  An extensive network of natural-surfaced trails that is open for mountain 

biking and hiking use.  
 
Site 5: Cranberry Lake Public Access – Cranberry Lake is probably the most 
“fishing friendly” lake in Alpine Township.  The lake itself is almost 100-acres in 
area and is lined by several homes.  However, a significant percentage of the 
shoreline remains in natural vegetation. 
 
Kenowa Avenue dead-ends into the lake on the north and south sides.  Both dead-
ends are gravel and are used as boat-launching ramps.  Guardrail is located at 
either end to prevent vehicles from inadvertently driving into the lake.  As a result, 
launching a boat, especially if larger, could be a challenge.   
 
Site 6: Dwight Lydell County Park – This 39-acre Kent County Park is a “community 
park.”  This park services the large urban population of the Comstock Park area, 
which includes portions of Alpine and Plainfield Townships.  Site amenities 
include: 

• Playground equipment 
• Two shuffleboard courts 
• One ball diamond 
• Two picnic shelters 
• Fishing access to Mill Creek and adjacent ponds 
• Paved walking trail 
• Restrooms 

 
Site 7: Kenowa Hills High School – This 90-acre school site in the Kenowa Hills 
School District was completed in 1999-2000.  While there are numerous athletic 
fields in place (including ball diamonds, tennis courts and soccer fields), they are 
not readily available for public use.  The building contains two gyms and 
performing arts center that are available for rental on a limited basis.   
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Site 8: Kenowa Hills Middle School – This 48.5-acre site in the Kenowa Hills School 
District  contains an older school building and several athletic fields, including an 
outdoor track and a football field with new supporting facilities.  Building contains 
a gym that is available for rental on a limited basis.  There are four parking lot 
basketball hoops available for public use. 
 
Site 9: Alpine Elementary School – This 14.3-acre site within the Kenowa Hills 
School District is adjacent to the Alpine Township Sports Complex.  Most of the 
site consists of the school and parking lot.  Site amenities include: 

• A large playground area  
• Four basketball hoops 
• A new gaga ball pit 
• A mowed area that is used for recess activities 
• A wildflower garden used for educational purposes 
• One softball field that is shared with the Alpine Township Sports Complex 
• The tiled-floor gym is available for community use (facility rental through 

community education program) 
 
Site 10: Englishville School – This 10-acre site in the Sparta School District is a 
recently shuttered alternative high school.   
 
Site 11: Stony Creek Elementary School – This 10-acre site within the Comstock 
Park School District is mostly covered by parking lot and an elementary school 
building that serves kindergarten through 2nd grade for the 2015-2016 school year.  
In 2012, the building, parking lot and playgrounds were added to. Site amenities 
include the following: 

• Large playground area, which was recently expanded 
• Three basketball hoops 
• Four picnic tables  
• Two volleyball areas (bring your own nets, courts are grass) 
• Two ball diamond backstops good for batting practice and catch 
• A new gym was constructed in 2012 and is available for community use 

(facility rental through high school office) 
 

Site 12:  Greenridge Elementary School – This 9.3-acre site is part of the Comstock 
Park School District.  During the 2015-2016 school year, the school contains 
preschool and kindergarten students.  Site amenities include: 

• Playground area 
• Larges mowed area and woods 
• Two ball diamond backstops good for batting practice and catch 
• Gym (vinyl floor) available for community use (facility rental through high 

school office) 
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Site 14: Gracewil Country Club – This private 227-acre 36-hole golf course and 
club house are open to the public.  It is located on the north side of 4 Mile Road just 
west of Walker Avenue.   
 
Site 15: Alpine Golf Course – This private 120-acre 18-hole golf course and club 
house is open to the public.   It is located on the east side of M-37 just north of 7 
Mile Road.  
 
Other Public Recreational Opportunities in Alpine Township: 
The four public cemeteries known as Alpine Center, Englishville, Pine Grove and 
Saur-Cross cemeteries are open to the public for walking and reflection.  The fifth 
cemetery in the Township, Holy Trinity, is private.  The small but heavily 
used Alpine Township branch of the Kent District Library is located in the same 
building as the Township Offices and offers a variety of resources and activities for 
all ages.  And finally, Kenowa Hills and Sparta public school districts continue to 
run community education / recreation programs for the community.   
 
Other Private Recreational Opportunities in Alpine Township: 
Westgate Bowling; Alpine Miniature Golf & Range;  new playgrounds have been 
installed at Alpine Slopes and York Creek apartment complexes in place of the 
previous little-used tennis courts;  a community pool, playground and basketball 
court is available at Alpine Meadows manufacturing housing community; 
recreational facilities at various churches, and recreational facilities at Holy Trinity 
Catholic School. 
 
PUBLIC RECREATIONAL FACILITIES LOCATED NEAR ALPINE TOWNSHIP____    
Sparta Township     Plainfield Township 
Rogue River Golf Course     White Pine Trail State Park 
       Donald J. Lamoreaux County Park 
City of Grand Rapids     Little Pine Island Lake Park 
Richmond Park      Scott Lake Country Club 
Blandford Nature Center      
The Highlands Golf Course    City of Walker 
Riverside Park      English Hills Park 
       Alpine Estates Park 
Wright Township      Walker Central Park 
Musketawa Trail County Park  

 
 
 
 

Wahlfield County Park  
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Map 10: Recreation Facilities in Alpine Township 
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ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENTS OF TOWNSHIP RECREATIONAL FACILITIES _ 
 
In September of 2009, the Township’s Building Official reviewed Westgate Park, 
the Alpine Sports Complex and the outdoor activity area of the Alpine 
Community Building regarding ADA accessibility (information updated in the Fall 
of 2015).  The following ranking system was used to evaluate Alpine Township’s 
recreational facilities and the access routes to them:  
 
1 = none of the facilities/ park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
2 = some of the facilities/ park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
3 = most of the facilities/ park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines 
5 = the entire park meets the principals of universal design  
 
A summary of the Building Official’s findings of each facility is given below. 
 
Westgate Park is rated #3. Toilet facilities were built to the current barrier free 
code at time of construction and are still viable. A paved walking path leads up 
to the play equipment area. Some of the play equipment is barrier free and the 
play area is appropriately surfaced with accessible material.  Picnic tables abut 
the walking path and barrier free seating is accommodated in this area. 

 
The Alpine Sports Complex is rated #3. Toilet facilities were built to current 
barrier standards at time of construction and are still viable. A paved walking 
path passes by all areas; however, the path does not have continued access into 
the play area or into the baseball/soccer fields. Sitting/viewing areas for 
sporting events are accessible as well as picnic areas. The concession area is 
accessible. 

 
The Alpine Community Building is rated #2. The building does have accessible 
toilet facilities; however, the outside picnic area and horseshoe pits do not have 
an accessible path to them. 

 
      Alpine Township Sports Complex 
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MDNR RECREATION GRANT INVENTORY_____________________________ 
 
Alpine Township has received a couple of grants administered by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources over that last three decades.  These grants 
have added many successful facilities for the residents to enjoy.  Letters from 
the MDNR regarding the status of the grant-assisted parks are located in 
Appendix B and a summary of the projects is given below:  
 
Grant No:  26-01201 
   1981, Land and Water Conservation Fund 
Project Title: Westgate Park 
Park:   Westgate Park 
Grant Amount: $33,275.01 
Scope of Items:  Develop site grading, tree thinning removal, paved entrance, 

parking, two tennis courts, landscaping, and Land & Water 
sign 

 
 
Grant No:  BF89-396 

1989, Michigan Initiative Recreation Bond Fund 
Project Title:  Westgate Park 
Park:    Westgate Park 
Grant Amount:  $23,100.00 
Scope of Items:  Restrooms, electric, water, sewer 
 
 
Grant No:   TF89-026 
   1989, Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
Project Title: Alpine Township park addition (acquisition) 
Park:   Acquisition of land for new park 
Grant Amount:  $15,000.00 
Scope of Items:  Acquire 26 acres at Cranberry Lake for nature trails 
Current Status:  Township withdrew grant request  
 
 
Grant No:   BF95-274 

1995, Michigan Initiative Recreation Bond Fund 
Project Title: Sports Complex Improvements 
Park:   Alpine Township Sports Complex 
Grant Amount:  $67,500.00 
Scope of Items:  Pave & stripe parking lot, drainage improvements, ADA 

improvements 
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Part 5: Planning & Community  
Input Processes 

THE MASTER PLANNING PROCESS___________________________________________ 
 
This document has been prepared with oversight and direction from the Alpine 
Township Parks and Recreation Committee and the Township Board.  However, 
the main goal of this plan is to incorporate the needs and desires of the citizens 
of Alpine Township. 
 
In order to obtain an accurate accounting of current citizen opinions, Alpine 
Township distributed a parks and recreation survey within the Township’s 
fall/winter 2015 edition of the Harvester newsletter, a recreational survey was 
included for all households to utilize (see Appendix C for a copy of the survey).   
The Harvester was mailed to all 4,000 property owners within Alpine Township.  In 
addition, the Township Supervisor distributed extra copies to the seniors at 
Greenridge Elementary School and the local branch library.  The survey was also 
available online in a fillable format.  Reponses were returned electronically and by 
mail, in the Township’s drop box, and at the library.  In total the Township received 
67 survey responses.   
 
As part of the planning process, the superintendents of the Kenowa Hills, 
Comstock Park and Sparta school districts were interviewed to refresh our 
knowledge of their recreational facilities available to the public and to explore 
possible collaborations.  In addition, the Planning Director met with a 
representative from the Kent County Parks Department to ensure our recreation 
goals did not conflict and mutually supported each other.  Finally, the Township 
Supervisor and Planning Director met with the Alpine Elementary Community 
School Leadership Team.  This interdisciplinary team meets to collaborate on 
solutions to improve the school community by meeting the physical and social 
needs of its families, many of which speak English as a second language, 
struggle financially and may migrate with the agricultural seasons.    
 
Next the Parks and Recreation Committee hosted three open houses (Dec. 8, 
2015, Jan. 12 and Feb. 9, 2016) and invited all Township residents to share their 
thoughts and desires regarding recreation opportunities and facilities in the 
Township.  These open houses were advertised in the local newspaper, posted 
on the Township’s website, posted on the Township’s bulletin board, advertised 
in the Township’s newsletter, and highlighted in a newspaper article.    
 
 
 
 
Results from Interviews and Meetings with Community Leaders and Field Users 
Sparta Public Schools Superintendent:  
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• They have a community education program.  
• In general, there are not enough gyms to meet the demand for indoor 

recreation uses  
 
Comstock Park Public Schools Superintendent:  

• No sidewalks are needed at Greenridge (preschool & kindergarten) or 
Stoney Creek (K-2nd grades) elementary schools since they are age-
restricted schools.  

• 25% of Comstock Park’s K-12 students come from York Creek Apartments,   
mostly young kids Pre-K-5th grades.  Transportation is a large issue for these 
residents.  Getting to outlying parks such at Alpine Sports complex may not 
be possible.   

• For the 2015-16 school year 50% of CP students qualify for free or reduced 
lunch.  20+% live below the federal poverty level.   Finances and limited 
transportation choices of these families are barriers to participate in 
recreation programs.  

• In 2012 they built a Performing Arts & Activity Center at the High School; 
which is an auxiliary gym with a full stage and 700 theater seats. It is 
available for rent.  

• Comstock Park school district utilizes space in the York Creek Apt. 
Community Center.  They partner with Sparta Community Education which 
provides adult education classes at this facility.  

• The Comstock Park Golden Panthers (senior citizens) utilize Green Ridge 
Elementary School 3 mornings a week for fitness classes and the school has 
converted the stage area for senior programing on Friday mornings.  Better 
advertising is needed to reach a wider audience for this senior programing 
opportunity.  They need to get the word out as more people are becoming 
seniors.  This coming semester they will be focusing on more social 
programs rather educational programs.   

• There is a decline in number of people in the 25-44 age group; which 
translates to fewer students.   

Kenowa Hills Public Schools Superintendent:  
• There is always a need for both indoor and outdoor recreation facilities, but 

there is especially a high demand for indoor gym space.     
• They collaborate with other local youth sports organizations an allow them 

to use their fields as long as the organization maintains them.   
• Last year they hosted the Gus Macker basketball tournament at the high 

school in early June and plan on continuing that relationship for years to 
come.  

• They have a community education program.  
 
Kent County Parks Department Representative:  

• There are no plans for additional uses at Dwight Lydell County Park. 
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• One ball diamond will be removed to make room for a replacement 
maintenance building.   

• If a funding is available for Dwight Lydell Park, Mill Creek restoration work 
would be done including removal of concrete gates and increase flood 
storage.  

• No additional uses are planned for the next 5 years at Wahlfield Park.  
• However, the trail system may expand, agricultural use may cease, and if 

funding is available additional land may be acquired.   
• The 25/30-year master plan for Wahlfield County Park includes a lake, 

nature center, toboggan run, additional playground, sports fields, picnic 
shelters, and woods and meadows.  Overall, the majority of the planned 
uses are passive recreation uses. 

 
Current and Past Field Users: 

• It is unique and desirable that Alpine Township allows for double-header 
softball games to be played. 

• Add lighting to allow for extended evening games. 
• There is lots of interest in softball if someone organizes leagues. 
• Make the north adult soccer field and the west soccer field adjacent to the 

parking lot larger.  
• The soccer fields are well maintained and the location of the Sports 

Complex is ideal since there are no distractions for players. 
• Consider installing a replaceable bag system to be able to change distances 

between bases; thereby making the ball fields more versatile.  
 
The Alpine Township Parks and Recreation Committee held a public hearing on 
the draft 2016-2020 Alpine Township Community Recreation Plan on February 9, 
2016.  Following this public hearing, the draft plan was recommended for 
approval and forwarded to the Township Board.  The Township Board held its 
own public hearing on February 15, 2016.  
 
Citizen’s comments obtained through the month-long review period and at the 
public hearings were as follows:  

• A suggestion to marry the Township’s agricultural heritage with 
recreation such as a hop farm and brewery tour or a bicycle/road tour 
from Farm Market to Farm Market to sample wares and highlight local 
offerings 

• A suggestion to promote active living for the health of the residents and 
people who work here 

• A suggestion to bring the community’s agricultural heritage / agricultural 
aesthetic to the parks through landscaping, public art or a demonstration 
garden.   Showcase our agricultural heritage.  This could also work at the 
Twp. offices or other Twp. buildings 

• A suggestion for a community garden 
• A need for a clear vision for the Township 
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• The Township’s identity = the farmland 
• Township has limited resources (staff and money), so how to breathe life 

into these community ideas?  Execution is an issue without a coordinator.  
How to sustain efforts? 

• A suggestion to make the Lamoreaux Drive extended area a town center  
• A suggestion to add outdoor fitness stations along the Alpine Sports 

Complex walking path 
• A suggestion to widen the Alpine Sports Complex walking path 

 
 
 
After its public hearing and consideration was given to the public comments 
received, the Township Board formally adopted the 2016-2020 Alpine Township 
Community Recreation Plan. 
 

 
 

Alpine Sports Complex 
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Yes 
53% 

No 
47% 

People 65+ Years of Age Living in 
Household of Respondent  

Yes 
25% 

No 
75% 

Children Living in Household of 
Respondent 

SURVEY RESULTS __________________________________________________ 
Even though the survey appeared on the Township’s website, in its quarterly 
newsletter, was available at the branch library and was advertised in the general 
newspaper; the response rate of 67 responses was not great.   Below is analysis of 
what responses we did receive.  
 
Demographics of Respondents  
The following charts illustrate the demographic characteristics of the survey 
respondents.  According to the 2010 U.S. Census data, approximately 11% of the 
Township’s population was 65 years of age or older.  However, 53% of the 

respondents had a person 65 
years of age or older living in 
their household; which 
indicates the responses are 
likely heavily weighed to the 
opinions of residents 65 
years or age or older.  In 
2010, 26% of Township 
residents were children 
under the age of 18.  The 
respondents indicated 25% 
had children living in their 
household.  
 

66 responses 
The number of years the 
respondents have lived in the 
Township was not evenly 
distributed.  Almost 50% of 
the respondents have lived 
more than 25 years in Alpine 
Township; which meshes with 
the high number of 
respondents with a person 65 
years of age or older living in 
the household.  However, per 
the 2010 Census almost 19% 
of Township residents lived  

65 responses 
 
elsewhere in 2009 (most moved from within Kent County).  Almost all of the 
respondents live in the Comstock Park zip code, which is where most Township 
residents live.  
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       67 responses 

 

Zip Code of Respondents  Responses  Percent 

49321  Comstock Park 61 91% 
49345  Sparta 0 0% 
49544  Grand Rapids 6 6% 
49403  Conklin 0 0% 

 
Question 1: How often do you or members of your household visit the following 
local parks or recreation facilities?  

 
66 Respondents  
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Question 2:  Why do you use the local park and recreation facilities?  

 
      63 Respondents  

 
Additional Comments from Question 2 

• Comstock Park Golden Panthers, enhanced fitness and fun Fridays for Seniors at 
Greenridge Elementary  

• Clear the sidewalks 
• Kids riding bikes 

Question 3:  If you or members of your household do NOT currently use any of the 
above listed parks or recreation facilities, please indicate why. 

 
      32 Respondents  
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Question 4:  How would you rate your satisfaction with the following items at the 
listed Township facilities?  
 

 
 

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Westgate Park Alpine Twp
Sports Complex

Senior Activities
at Greenridge

Elementary
School

%
 o

f R
es

po
ns

es
 

Twp. Recreation Facilities 

No Opinion

Very Dissatisfied

Dissatisfied

Neutral

Satisfied

Very Satisfied

0%
20%
40%
60%
80%

100%

%
 o

f R
es

po
ns

es
 

Westgate Neighborhood Park 

No Opinion

Very Dissatisfied

Dissatisfied

Neutral

Satisfied

Very Satisfied



2016-2020 Alpine Twp. Community Recreation Plan              42 

 
 

 
       63 respondents  

 
Question 5:  What is your overall opinion of the Alpine Township park & 
recreational facilities? 

54 Respondents  
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Question 6:  How important is it for the Township to develop or improve the 
following over the next 20 years?   And, if financing is needed, would you support 
paying additional taxes for this? 
 Importance Taxes? 
 % Very 

Important/ 
Important  

% 
Somewhat 
Important 

%  
Not 

Important 

%  
No 

Opinion 

% 
Yes 

% 
No 

Improve existing parks 49 27 10 3 26 31 
Paved walking and biking 
paths 45 27 15 5 18 32 

Programing for youth & 
adults 41 32 12 8 12 38 

More sidewalks along 
major streets 41 21 22 8 14 32 

Programming for seniors 39 23 18 11 13 38 
Development of a Senior 
Center 37 23 22 10 12 38 

More sidewalks in 
residential subdivisions 37 17 25 8 17 37 

Increased security 
measures 34 30 18 7 18 34 

Natural areas/open space 33 25 23 7 8 39 
More community events 
and festivals 31 31 20 10 5 41 

Increased handicap 
accessibility equipment 30 25 19 15 12 32 

Additional benches & 
bleachers 27 17 29 14 10 37 

Additional shade, picnic 
facilities, tables, grills 24 25 25 15 8 39 

Additional playground 
equipment 19 26 28 13 8 43 

Outdoor workout stations 18 18 31 18 8 43 
Purchase land for 
development of small 
neighborhood parks 

17 11 49 7 8 46 

Purchase land for a large 
community park 12 28 41 3 13 44 

Additional 
soccer/football/lacrosse 
fields 

8 11 39 23 5 49 

Additional basketball 
courts 7 14 37 25 3 49 

 66 responses  
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Additional Comments from Question 6 

 
 
Question 7:  Please rate – in order of priority – how you feel Alpine Township parks 
& recreation funding should be allocated (#1 is top priority) 

 
       64 Respondents  
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Question 8:  If a senior center and/or senior activities were to be further developed 
in Alpine Township, identify the features you would like to have available. 

 

 
      55 respondents  

 
Additional Comments from Question 8 

 

 
 
 
 

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

%
 o

f R
es

po
ns

es
 



2016-2020 Alpine Twp. Community Recreation Plan              46 

Question 9:  What would make Alpine Township parks and recreation facilities 
even better?  
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PAST SURVEY RESULTS____________________________________________________ 
 
2010-2014 Community Recreation Plan 
The survey conducted for the 2010-2014 Recreation Plan (approximately 140 
responses) indicated the same local parks were used at approximately the same 
frequency as in the current survey.   
 
Also previously expressed was the desire for paved walking and biking paths 
over sidewalks along major streets and in residential subdivisions; which is 
consistent with the current survey results.   

 
Finally, previously expressed 
in the last survey was an 
overall desire to maintain 
existing facilities better than 
expand them or add additional 
recreational choices. The 
current survey had similar 
responses.  
 
 

 
2015 Master Plan Update  
The recreation-related input received through community input (community 
survey, open houses and public meetings) during the update of the Township’s 
Master Plan in 2015 included the following: 
 

Oure Desired Future: 
• We desire more sidewalks 
• We desire recreation programs for all residents 
• We desire a senior center  
• We desire to improve existing parks and hold community events 
• We desire a larger library 
• We desire to keep our small town character and its natural features 
 

How We Will Create the Future We Want: 
• Install sidewalk/bike trail links between major destinations points  
• Install sidewalks along 4 Mile Road between Yorkland and West River 

Drives 
• Pave the select shoulders of rural roads for pedestrian and bicycle use  
• Widen sidewalks to include bike lanes where appropriate   
• Ensure sidewalks are usable 12 months of the year 
• Start a themed festival or other annual community event at one of the parks.  
• We desire improvements at the existing parks and are willing to pay for them 
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NEEDS ANALYSIS____________________________________________________________ 
 
The following needs analysis is a synthesis of all public input received and the 
implications of the community’s character.  The needs analysis is the heart of the 
plan and it sets forth the Township’s needs and lays the foundation for the goals of 
the 2016-2020 Alpine Township Community Recreation Plan.   
 
Park Usage & Satisfaction: 

• The two County parks received the most use followed by Westgate Park.   
• 85% of respondents gave the Twp. parks an overall rating of excellent or 

very good.  
• Most of the survey respondents were satisfied or very satisfied with 

Westgate Park and didn’t express many opinions about the Sports Complex 
or the opportunities at Greenridge Elementary (most respondents were 
seniors living in the Comstock Park zip code).   

• Respondents really liked the walking paths at Westgate Park 
• Respondents said funding priorities in order should be maintenance of 

parks as the highest, upgrades of parks, new programs, land acquisition for 
new parks and lastly hiring a Parks & Rec. Director as the lowest priority. 

 
Recreational Priorities and Opportunities:    

• The highest priority of the respondents was to improve existing parks 
(49%) and it also received the most support to pay higher taxes for it 
(26%).   This response was similar to the one in the previous survey.  

• Programing for all ages was highly desired by respondents along with 
developing a Senior Center (37%). 

• In response to what is desired for a senior center, by far the greatest 
desire expressed was for aerobic/fitness classes.  

• 40% of the Township’s residents live in rented dwelling units and may not be 
aware of the recreational opportunities the Township has to offer. 

• Lack of transportation is an issue for many residents residing in apartments, 
which limits recreation opportunities to those within walking distance or on 
public transportation routes. 

• Better advertising is needed for the senior activities at Greenridge 
Elementary school. 

• There is interest in league play if someone organizes it 
 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities: 

• The second priority of the respondents was for paved walking and biking 
paths (45%) and it also received the second-most support to pay higher 
taxes for it (18%).    

• Additional sidewalks along major streets and in residential subdivisions 
also received high support from the survey respondents.  

• Westgate and Dwight Lydell parks are within neighborhoods; however, 
pedestrian connections to them are limited or non-existent.   
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Facility Improvements: 
• Lighting ball fields at the Sports Complex would extend play times 
• Make the soccer fields larger  
• Marry the Township’s agricultural heritage with recreation activities (hop 

farm bike tours, etc.), or through landscaping or public art 
• Create a community garden 
• Consider installing a replaceable bag system to be able to change distances 

between bases; thereby making the ball fields more versatile.  
• Add outdoor fitness stations at the Sports Complex 
• Widen the Sports Complex walking path 
• Improve irrigation and drainage at the Sports Complex 

Future Expansions / Land Acquisitions: 
• There was little support to purchase additional land for a neighborhood park 

or a large community park.   
• Create Lamoreaux Drive extended area as a Town Center for public 

gatherings 
 
Varying Needs of Residents:  

• 64% of the Township’s population lives in the 2-square mile area of Sections 
25 and 36 in the southeast corner of the Township (Dwight Lydell and 
Westgate Parks are within this area).  Alpine Township should strive to 
address the recreation needs of this densely populated urban core.   

• Dwight Lydell Park is not easily accessible from the heavily populated area 
of Section 36. 

• The percentage of single-person households (24%) has remained steady 
over the last decade.  This information identifies the need to focus parks 
and recreation attention not only on families with young children. 

• The overall population of the Township is aging and the leading edge of 
the Baby Boomers has reached retirement age.  An increasing larger 
percentage of the Township’s population being aging Baby Boomers will 
result in changing recreation needs/desires and changes in transportation 
needs. 

• Providing a full range of transportation options, including pedestrian 
facilities, will help older residents to remain in their homes.   

• Millennials are the second largest generation group born in U.S. history 
and are currently coming of age.  Alpine Township needs to ensure it is an 
attractive place to work, live and play for this next generation and all 
subsequent ones.   

• The overall culture of Alpine Township is changing into a more diverse 
community.   For example, in 2010 13% of the residents were of Hispanic 
culture compared to 6% in 2000.  

• The percentage of Alpine residents below the poverty level has increased 
since 2000.  Recreation program costs and locations should be considered 
when developing programs and facilities to ensure accessibility for all 
residents.   
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Impacts of Resident Mobility:  
• In 2010, approximately 40% of housing units were renter-occupied.  Rental 

populations are generally mobile (19% of all residents lived outside of the 
Twp. in 2009).     

• By their very nature, rented dwelling units are occupied by a more 
transient population than owner-occupied dwelling units; which makes 
informing new residents of recreation choices and providing recreation 
programming for this segment of the population tough.  It is also makes it 
challenging for community outreach and involvement efforts.       

 
Needs per Michigan Department of Natural Resources Standards 
Table 17 displays a standardized relationship between community population and 
recreation facility needs as developed by the National Recreation and Park 
Association.  The current need level is based on a 2010 Census population of 
13,336.     
 
Table 17: Application of Recreation Facility Standards to Alpine Township 

Facility Type Standard  
per # of persons 

Existing 
Facilities readily 
available to the 

public* 

Standard 
per 

Population 

Current Need: 
Surplus (+) or 
Deficiency (-) 

Baseball & Softball 
Fields 

1: 5,000  5 3 +2 

Basketball, Outdoor  1: 5,000  1 3 -2 
Tennis Courts 1: 2,000 2 7 -5 
Soccer  1: 10,000 4 1 +3 
Trails, Hiking 1 system / region 1 1 0 
Volleyball 1: 5,000 1 3 -2 
Golf Courses,  
18 hole standard 

1: 50,000 2 1 +1 

Golf driving range 1:50,000 1 1 0 
Picnic Shelters 1: 2,000 4 7 -3 
Local Parks  10 acres:1,000 66 acres 140 acres -74 acres 
Playgrounds 1: 3,000 4 5 -1 
Nature Areas 1: 50,000 ½ 1 - ½ 
Bike Paths 1 mile: 40,000 0 miles 1 mile -1 mile 

Sources:  2006 & 2015 MDNR Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, 
Open Space and Greenways Plans.  
 
*Only includes the 4 public parks in the Township and the 2 golf courses open to the public 
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Part 6: Goals and Objectives 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:_______________________________________________  
 
Based on the Township’s physical and social characteristics; the recreation 
inventory; interviews of local leaders; information in Table 17; the recreation 
survey results; and public input received at the open houses, during the draft 
document comment period and at the public hearing, the Parks and Recreation 
Committee sets forth the following goals and action items to fulfill the needs and 
desires of the community: 
 
Goal 1:   Improve existing recreation facilities within Alpine Township 
parks. 

• Improve irrigation and drainage at the Sports Complex 
• Add additional lighting where appropriate  
• Increase the size of smaller soccer fields at the Sports Complex 
• Add benches and/or picnic tables near playground areas or under trees at 

the Sports Complex  
• To make the fields more versatile, consider installing a replaceable bag 

system to be able to change distances between bases  
• Consider adding outdoor fitness stations at the Sports Complex and 

widening the walking path 
• Marry the Township’s agricultural heritage with recreation activities (hop 

farm bike tours, etc.) or through landscaping or public art 

Goal 2:  Improve citizen access to pathways and trails that connect 
neighborhoods and community facilities.  Pathways and trails should 
provide pedestrian friendly access to parks and community facilities.  

• Coordinate with the Planning Commission and planning staff to continually 
update the non-motorized transportation component of the Township’s 
Transportation Master Plan    

• Coordinate with adjoining communities on pathway and trail connection 
opportunities 

• Enhance pedestrian connections to Dwight Lydell park where possible 
• Make the connector on 4 Mile Road between Alpine and Fruit Ridge 

Avenues wide enough to accommodate 2-way pedestrian and bicycle 
traffic.  

 
Goal 3:  Acquire additional land for local park and recreation uses; 
especially those that contain significant natural features. 

• Consider expanding the Sports Complex to better accommodate larger 
soccer fields 
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• Strongly consider potential properties that could also provide local or 
regional storm water management advantages 

• Amend the Zoning Ordinance to require the inclusion of private green space 
within new housing developments 

• Determine which natural areas are worth targeting for protection and 
pursue purchasing such property as the property and funding becomes 
available  
 

Goal 4:  Partner with others recreational programming providers to 
increase use of Township facilities.   

• Streamline facility rental procedure and 
standardize park usage rules (post in English and 
Spanish) 

• Work with organizations on reserving and 
scheduling Township facilities for citizen programs 

• Work with community organizations in facilitating a 
diverse offering of recreation programs for the community 
 

Goal 5:  Improve the level of attendance and public satisfaction with 
Alpine Township parks. 

• Market the park facilities to local sport organizations 
• Inform local religious, business and education community leaders about the 

availability of Township park facility usage 
• Explore opportunities for a point person to organize leagues  
• Perform restroom checks frequently  
 

Goal 6:  Improve local citizen knowledge of Alpine Township parks and 
recreation opportunities. 

• Highlight public park facilities and organized private recreational 
opportunities in the Harvester Township newsletter and on the Township’s 
website; especially activities for seniors at Greenridge Elementary school 

• Institute more frequent communication on Twp. website with an opportunity 
for residents to sign up for email alerts of events happening in the Township 

• Provide the managers of the various apartment complexes and 
manufactured housing communities with Township welcome literature 
highlighting the parks and other recreational opportunities of the Township 
 

Goal 7:  Strive to improve the availability of recreational resources for 
all Township residents.   

• Partner with other municipalities, school districts, service groups and 
private entities to help provide the best recreational facilities and resources 
available to Township residents; whether public or private.    
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Part 7: Action Program 

 

PROJECTS:_________________________________________ _________________  
 
The Projects listed in this section are based upon the Goals & Objectives of the 
previous section.  These are projects the Township plans to accomplish over the 
next five years and that would help fulfill the recreation needs and desires of the 
community. 
 
Project 1:  SPORTS COMPLEX FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS 
 

• Phased Site Improvements of this “community-level park” that serves all 
of Alpine Township 

• Action Plan Goals Addressed: Goals #1, 4 and 5 
 

The existing Alpine Township Sports Complex is the premier public sports 
facility in the Township but lacks diversity in types of uses and amenities that will 
provide leisure opportunities for many age and interest groups; particularly 
families.  This project proposes to make the park more user-friendly and 
appealing to general family use by providing better amenities and a broader 
range of recreational opportunities.   In order for the park to become more user 
friendly, the conceptual site master plan proposes the following improvements 
in three phases:  

 
Phase 1:  
• Site engineering work; 
• Associated grading and drainage construction; and 
• The addition of irrigation to several of the playing fields. 
• Add additional lighting to the parking lot, concession building, and light a 

ballfield where appropriate.  
 
Phase 2:  
• Site engineering work; 
• Conversion of the existing shared softball field to a soccer/football field and 

the  alteration of an existing soccer field to full size and the addition of one 3-
on-3/practice soccer field on the park land;  

• Improvement of access to the facilities to assure ADA compliance and 
conformance to current use and safety standards;  

• Streamline posted signage; 
• Addition of a shelter and picnic tables and grills for family and group 

gatherings;  
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Phase 3:  
• Construction of additional playground equipment in a central location; 
• Addition of benches near the playground or under shade trees;  
• Expanded walkways to provide ADA-compliant access to all use areas; and  
• The addition of landscape plantings of primarily large trees in green areas 

and in the proposed picnic area to provide shade, natural cooling and spatial 
definition to the park;  

 
When these improvements are completed, the Alpine Township Sports Complex 
will have met the community needs for a more robust active recreation site 
capable of handling a diverse array of programs and uses.  Alpine Township will 
also move towards compliance with the MDNR facility standards described in 
Table 17. 
 
Figure 3: Alpine Township Sports Complex Conceptual Master Plan  
                  by Cornelisse Design Associates 
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Project 2: MABEL LAMAN TRUST PROPERTY 
 

• Land Acquisition for a “neighborhood-level park” 
• Action Plan Goals Addressed: Goals #2 and 3 

 
The Mabel Laman Trust Property is a vacant 13-acre parcel surrounded by an 
established residential area.  It is located east of Alpine Avenue and south of 6 
Mile Road.  A mixture of residential uses ring the perimeter of this property, 
including a mobile home park, attached condominiums, and detached single-
family homes of varying ages.  This site lies within the urban population core of 
Alpine Township.  As such, it may potentially provide an urban open space for 
numerous residents.  It is one of the few remaining urban greenspaces in the 
Alpine urban core. 
   
The parcel is very desirable for passive and limited active recreational 
opportunities.  Land cover is characterized by a mature maple, beech, and tulip 
tree woodland on the high ground, dropping precipitously to the lowlands 
adjacent to Strawberry Creek, with runs just north of the property line.  
Strawberry Creek is a viable coldwater trout stream. 
 
This project envisions the site as part of a greenbelt/footpath that might someday 
follow along Strawberry Creek, linking it to Westgate Park 600 feet to the east.  
The Plan provides public access from Westnedge Avenue at the southern edge of 
the site.  A simple looped drive provides access to parking as well as providing for 
visual monitoring.  The drive would be gated.  Security lighting would be required.   
Site improvements focus on small group picnicking area on the high ground 
overlooking the hillside slopes to Strawberry Creek.  A walking/hiking trail would 
connect the small playground area and picnic shelter to a lowland natural area.   
 
Much of the lowland area is fragile and wet.  Constructed timber walks and steps 
would protect the natural resources while providing an opportunity to 
appreciate the area.  Long term, walking paths along the Strawberry Creek 
floodplain and extending east and west of the parcel would provide pedestrian 
and fishing access into the park from adjacent residential areas while protecting 
the creek from encroachment by developments. 
 
The first action required in the development of the parcel will be the acquisition 
of the property.  Subsequent activities would include development of the site to 
the extent shown on the “conceptual master plan” in Figure 2.  
When this project is completed, the Mabel Laman Trust Park will have met the 
community needs identified in the recreation surveys relative to acquisition of 
high quality greenspaces along streams, along with improved picnic and 
playground access.  A robust natural community will also be preserved and 
protected.  Alpine Township will also move towards compliance with the MDNR 
facility standards described in Table 17. 
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Figure 2: Mabel Laman Trust Property Conceptual Master Plan  
                 by Cornelisse Design Associates 
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN:______________________________________________ 
The following summary of projects includes projects whose implementation is 
projected to be short-term (1-2 years) medium-term (3-5 years) or long-term 
(greater than 5 years).   
 
An opportunity may arise that makes a project more cost effective if it was 
undertaken in a different time frame that what is listed below.  In addition, the 
Township Board would act upon an opportunity for a project that was not 
anticipated by this Recreation Plan but fits the goals and objectives established 
in this Plan.    
 
Financing for all Township capital improvement projects, including recreation 
projects, is handled through the Township’s general capital improvements plan.   
 
 Table 18 

 
Parks and Recreation Implementation Plan 

 

Term Priority 
# Project Potential Funding 

Sources 

S
h

o
rt

 

1 
Alpine Sports Complex Improvements: 
site engineering, topo update/ drainage, 
new soccer fields, irrigation system 

Twp. funds 
MNRTF  
Other grants 

M
e

d
iu

m
 2 

Alpine Sports Complex Improvements:  
accessibility,  signage, picnic areas, 
lighting, landscaping 

Twp. funds  
MNRTF 
Private Donations 

3 
Alpine Sports Complex Improvements: 
Playground equip., landscaping, 
walkways 

Twp. funds 
MNRTF & Other  
Private Donations 

L
o

n
g

 

4 
Consider development of Mabel Laman 
site as a neighborhood park 

Twp. funds 
MNRTF & Other 
Private Donations 

 

Term Priority 
# Project Potential Funding 

Sources 

L
o

n
g

 1 
Consider expanding the Sports Complex 
to accommodate larger soccer fields 

Twp. funds 
MNRTF & LWCF 

2 Consider purchase of Mabel Laman 
property for future park development 

Twp. funds 
MNRTF & LWCF 

3 General opportunistic land acquisition(s) Twp. funds 
MNRTF = Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
LWCF = Land and Water Conservation Fund 
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Meeting Minutes from the Public Hearings 



ALPINE TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
December 8, 2015 Meeting Minutes  

 

Submitted Don Bigger 

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Bigger at 7:10 p.m 
 
 
Roll Call: Present – Don Bigger, Daniel Wagner, Kathy Bush, Jim May,  
 Also Present: Alex Arends, Sue Becker 
 
Minutes of Pervious Meeting:      Minutes of October 13, 2015 Approved. 
   
Standing Committees: 
 
 Facilities: 
 Alex reported that Westgate Park had been vandalized by someone using a 

permanent type ink, writing on the walls and playground equipment.  He was 
asked if a police report had been made and said not at this time.  Committee 
members asked that a report be filed in case there have been other places that 
had been vandalized. 

 Jim May asked about cameras at Westgate and Alex said there are cameras and 
he is looking into having direct vision added so it transmits back to the Township 
Hall live.  Right now it is just a tape at the park and remains for just so many 
days. 

  
Programs: No programs at this time 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: Jim May reported that he felt that the Sports Complex fields need drainage tile 

added in some areas.  He said that he feels that we should spend our money on 
improving what’s there before we add anymore parks and facilities. 

 
 PUBLIC HEARING FOR PARKS MASTER PLAN; open at 7:48pm 
 Sue Becker shared the changes and updates she had made for select chapters of 

the draft 2016-2020 Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  Pat from Timber Creek 
Condo Association addressed Sue as to how the Senior Programs at Greenridge 
School were advertised because she was not aware of everything that was going 
on there.  Pat is a member of both the Northview and Rockford Senior Programs 
and wanted more information on what Alpine was doing.  Kathy Bush updated 
her on how to get that information.  Alex told her that the Senior Program is just 
starting and is a resident driven program and as it grows so will the information. 

 
  



ALPINE TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
December 8, 2015 Meeting Minutes  

 

Submitted Don Bigger 

 1.  Sue reviewed the updated Social and Economic characteristics of 
  township plan, noting that Alpine population was around 13,500 and 
 that about 40% of that are renters.  She also noted that since the last 
 plan the Hispanic population had almost doubled  (7 to 13%).  She also 
 noted that Alpine’s population is getting older, as you could see in the 
 survey  responses. 

 
 2.  Next she reviewed the Recreation Inventory of the Township; 
  She updated the committee that the ball diamond at Dwight Lydell off 

 Mabel Street is going to be removed and a county maintance building 
 will be built there. 

  Also that Stony Creek School had made many additions to the school 
  Alex reported the Alpine Elementary asked about using Sports Complex 

 fields at the Sports Complex 
 
 3.   Sue review the results of the Township Parks and Recreation Survey 
 
 4.  Sue reviewed the existing Goals and Objectives in the plan with the    

  committee and asked for their input. 
  a. Jim May felt that the township should look at making improvements      

      to what we have now and not market the parks until they are  
      upgraded. 

  b. Lighting some fields for night leagues was felt to be a good thing to     
      do so we could get adult leagues, (softball and soccer). 

  c.  Alex asked if we felt we should have Township Programs or just rent  
       out our fields? The Committee felt Township Programs would be     
       good after we have updated our current facilities.  The Committee   
       also felt that the Township should start thinking about hiring a Parks   
       Director to set up and market Township programs. 

 
 5. Sue asked the Committee to rate the Projects in the plan; 
  a.  The Committee voiced their desire that the #1 Development Project   

       (& #1 project overall) was to upgrade the Sports Complex. 
  b.  The committee talked about buying the Zimmer property that is on    

       the south side of the Sports Complex so fields could be added in the   
       future.  Jim May had said that this land will be up for sale soon.  The   
       committee felt this should be the #1 Acquisition Project in the plan   
       and move the current #1 Acquisition Project The Mabel Laman Trust  
       Property to the #2 Project. 



ALPINE TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
December 8, 2015 Meeting Minutes  

 

Submitted Don Bigger 

  c.  There was much talk about bike and walk trails as projects in the   
      Township.   The committee felt that there was not a good area to   
       connect anything new to exiting trails. This was rated a very low   
       priority. 

 
Comments: Chairperson Bigger reminded everyone that there will be a special Parks and 

Recreation Committee meeting at 7:00pm on January 12, at the Township Hall.  
This will be another Public Hearing on the Parks Master Plan.  The Parks 
Committee will be voting on the plan’s approval and sending it to the Township 
Board. 

  
 Chairperson Bigger added that it will be important that we have good 

attendance at the meeting for the vote.  He also, stated that he will be in 
Mexico at this time and that Vice-Chair Daniel Wagner will be running the 
Special Meeting. 

 
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 



 

Special Meeting called to order by Acting Chairperson, Daniel Wagner, at 7:07 p.m. 
 

Roll Call & Introductions   
• Committee Members Present- Daniel Wagner, Jennifer Baker, Kathy Bush, and Michelle Slykhouse 

 
• Also Present- Alex Arends (Township Supervisor), Sue Becker (Township Planning Director), Ed 

Jaroszewicz, and Chris Jaroszewicz (Husband & Wife Residents) 
 

Minutes from Previous Meeting 

• Minutes from December 8, 2015 meeting approved. 

Standing Committees Reports 

• Nothing to report  

Programs 

• No programs at this time 

Old Business 

• Review purpose of special meeting (to solicit public comments regarding the Alpine Township 
Recreation Plan from residents in attendance).   
 

• Committee members acknowledge receiving & reviewing advanced DRAFT copy of the proposed  
 2016-2020 Alpine Township Recreation Plan.   
 

• Sue Becker (Planning Director) confirmed posting of Public Notice regarding Special Meeting / 
Open House.  Committee members & attending residents acknowledge viewing of public notice. 

New Business  

• Acting Chairperson, Daniel Wagner, acknowledged and thanked Ed & Chris Jaroszewicz (a husband 
and wife couple & residents of Alpine Township) for braving the elements and being present at the 
Special Meeting / Open House.  Daniel then invited Ed and Chris to share their thoughts & ideas 
regarding the Parks & Recreation elements of Alpine Township. 
 

• Ed Jaroszewicz encouraged better defining our identity as a Township by connecting our historical 
roots as an agricultural/farming community with new and/or improved recreational activities and 
landscapes.  Ed would like to see the developing of a “Nappa-Valley” type appeal for Alpine 
Township for residents and visitors to our community by incorporating our rolling landscapes into 
more Agro/Entertainment opportunities (e.g., from the hops farm to craft beer bike tours and/or other 
organized orchard & farmer’s market bike tours- Developing the programs and infrastructure (parks, 



sidewalks and paved walking & biking trails) to accommodate for such opportunities).  Ed 
emphasized there is great appeal, accessibility and opportunity with our landscapes/environment to 
better connect people with our farming roots and traditions and their recreational needs and desires.  
Ed believes the local biking communities (or those interested in living a more active lifestyle) would 
drive a lot of the recreational activity and create increased economic opportunity for small businesses 
and entrepreneurs.  
 

• Ed would also like to see more efforts placed on a “Healthy Community Initiative.”  From a business 
perspective, Ed emphasized development of environments and programs to improve the health and 
wellness of the local business community (“Healthy employees are good for business and good for 
the community).  Development of environments and programs is also good for residential 
participation. 
 

• Ed would also like to see development of a designated place for a demonstration garden (botanical 
garden), a maintained area for people to visit with space for horticulture/agriculture education and/or 
other community involvement activities. 
 

• Chris Jaroszewicz was interested in future land development projects for residential use and the 
incorporation of parks and green space in those developments.  Sue Becker (Township Planning 
Director) addressed this issue and prospective locations for future development along with some of 
the limiting complications (sewage and utility access). 
 

• Sue Becker (Township Planning Director) reviewed with those present, the various elements of the 
proposed 2016-2020 Recreation Plan: 
 
 Review Needs & Analysis section of the proposed 2016-2020 Recreation Plan  

 Demographics of Alpine Township discussed (KEY POINTS: “Aging” population; 
poverty level increasing; still a very large transient/rental population with frequent & 
high turnover) 
 

 Survey results discussed (KEY POINTS: Respondents “Mostly Satisfied” with 
Alpine Township parks & facilities; Respondents would like to see existing facilities 
maintained and improved; Respondents mostly indicated they would not be in favor 
of paying for improvements) 
 

 Sue Becker (Township Planning Director) informed those present of her conversation 
with the various area School Superintendents regarding “Needs” (KEY POINTS: 
Indoor recreation & multi-use space is desperately needed…Schools cannot satisfy 
the demand for needed interior space; The Kent District Library (Alpine Branch) is in 
desperate need of expansion)   

 
 Review Goals & Objectives section of the proposed 2016-2020 Recreation Plan 

 Improving Township communication with residents was discussed at length. 
o Communication in Alpine Township has been most “successful” through 

The Harvester.  Discussion was had regarding increasing publication 
frequency of The Harvester and diversifying our means/modes of 
communication with the community with a more assertive strategy (e.g., 



improving use of web technology & social media, distributing print 
publications through the schools & deliberate engagement by Township 
Officials with the public at various times and venues outside of the 
Township Hall) 
   

o Chris Jaroszewicz would like to see improvements to the Township website 
and a better usage of social media platforms (including development of a 
Township Ap) to engage the community (Reference was made to Rockford 
& Sparta websites) 
 

o Alex Arends (Supervisor) informed those present that an updated version 
of the Township website is currently being developed (No definitive launch 
date).  Alex also mentioned and encouraged people to visit his Facebook 
page and online blog that he currently maintains for the Township. 
 

o Ed Jaroszewicz emphasized the importance of the Township developing a 
clear vision for the future that can provide stability to build from and 
sustainable growth (“A bunch of thoughts and ideas thrown out on the table 
are great, but strategic vision and concrete steps to achieving that vision are 
what is desperately needed.” 
 

o Sue Becker (Township Planning Director) emphasized the importance of 
resident involvement in convincing the Township Board & Planning 
Commission to give greater credence to strategic vision.  Sue also 
emphasized the current scope, reach, and financial limitations of our 
Township as a governing body.  Sue also mentioned the need for increased 
philanthropic opportunities in our community and the Township’s openness 
to anyone interested in “seeding” a Community Foundation 

 
 Review Future Projects section of the proposed 2016-2020 Recreation Plan 

 Clarity was provided as to the order of priorities regarding future projects. 
 

• After exhausting all discussions—and suggested changes to the DRAFT plan were made— acting 
Chairperson, Daniel Wagner, called for a formal Motion to approve the proposed 2016-2020 Alpine 
Township Recreation Plan for distribution to the general public for comment.  Motion Approved- the 
proposed 2016-2020 Alpine Township Recreation Plan will be distributed to the general public for 
comment for a period on one (1) month (the minimum requirement imposed by the State of 
Michigan). 

Final Thoughts 

• Acting Chairperson, Daniel Wagner, thanked everyone for attending the Special Meeting and for 
contributing their time, effort, and thoughts to the updating of the Township Recreation Plan. 
 

• Special thanks conferred to Sue Becker (Planning Director) by Alex Arends (Supervisor)—and all 
present—for her outstanding work and dedication to completing the draft proposal of the 2016-2020 
Recreation Plan. 
 



• Special thanks conferred to Kathy Bush by Alex Arends (Supervisor) for her dedicated service to the 
Parks & Recreation Committee.  Alex informed the committee that Kathy will be stepping down 
from the Parks & Recreation committee to focus greater attention on her volunteer efforts with the 
Comstock Park Community Outreach.  Alex asked those present to refer any interested resident(s) 
who might be interested in joining the Parks & Recreation Committee to him. 
 

• Alex Arends (Supervisor) reminded everyone of the 9:00 a.m. Alpine Township Business 
Association meeting scheduled for January 14, 2016 (Thursday) at the Township Hall.  Alex 
encouraged anyone interested to attend. 

Adjournment  

• Special meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 
 

 



 

Meeting called to order by Chairperson, Don Bigger, at 7:06 p.m. 
 

Roll Call & Introductions   
• Committee Members Present- Don Bigger, Daniel Wagner, Jennifer Baker, and Michelle Slykhouse 

 
• Committee Members Absent- Jim May, Kathy Bush & Mike Lasko 

 
• Also Present- Alex Arends (Township Supervisor), Sue Becker (Township Planning Director) 

 
Minutes from Previous Meeting 

• Minutes from January 12, 2016 meeting approved. 

Standing Committees Reports 

• Nothing to Report  

Programs 

• No programs at this time 

Old Business 

• An update on the vandalism (graffiti on playground equipment) in Westgate Park was provided by 
Alex Arends (Township Supervisor).  A resident attempted to remove the graffiti; however, some 
still remains.  Arrangements are being made to obtain commercial/industrial cleaning product (that 
will not damage the playground equipment) and successfully remove the graffiti prior to the Spring. 

New Business  

• Alex Arends (Township Supervisor) advised the Committee that a new groundskeeper for the Alpine 
Township Sports Complex is being sought (Part-Time position for the Spring, Summer & Fall).  
Alex provided a job description for the position and requested any prospective candidates be referred 
to him.  The position will also be posted on the Alpine Township website. 
 

• Chairperson, Don Bigger, and Sue Becker (Township Planning Director) provided a brief overview 
and introductory remarks for the public hearing session of tonight’s meeting.  After completing the 
overview, Jennifer Baker motioned that the public hearing be opened; Michelle Slykhouse seconded 
that motion; Motion passed and the public hearing session on the Draft of the 2016-2020 Alpine 
Township Community Recreation Plan was opened for discussion. 
 

• Sue Becker (Township Planning Director) reviewed the sections of the 2016-2020 Alpine Township 
Community Recreation Plan that were updated and/or reformatted based on (1) input from the public 
open house held on January 12, 2016 and (2) State requirements/provisions that must be satisfied in 



order for Alpine Township to be eligible to receive potential grant funding.  Updated sections, 
included: 
 
 Introduction (simplified) 

 
 Public Input/Needs Analysis: Incorporated suggestions for better defining of our identity as a 

Township by connecting our historical roots as an agricultural/farming community with new 
and/or improved recreational activities and landscapes; Installation of outdoor fitness 
equipment/stations along the Alpine Sports Complex walking path; Widening of the Sports 
Complex walking path; Development of a community garden; Creating a coordinator 
position to develop and oversee more league/organized recreational activities through the 
Township; Increasing opportunities/programming activities that promote a healthy and 
active lifestyle for residents and workers. 

 
 Goals and Objectives: Revised/rewritten to incorporate public input.  Other areas expanded 

upon included improving citizen access to pathways and trails that connect neighborhoods 
and community facilities; Acquiring additional land to expand the Sports Complex fields of 
play; Acquiring additional land for natural areas as property and funding come available; 
Partnering with other recreational programming providers to increase use of Sports 
Complex; Making field/facility rental and reservation process more user friendly; Providing 
for greater signage (bi-lingual rules, regulations and instructions) in existing locations. 

 
• After exhausting all discussion and review pertaining to the changes made to the DRAFT plan, 

Jennifer Baker motioned to approve the proposed 2016-2020 Alpine Township Recreation Plan as is; 
Michelle Slykhouse seconded the Motion; The Motion was approved—The proposed 2016-2020 
Alpine Township Recreation Plan will be submitted to the Alpine Township Board for 
recommendation and approval on Monday, February 15, 2016. 

Final Thoughts 

• Chairperson, Don Bigger, thanked everyone for attending the Meeting and for contributing their 
time, effort, and thoughts to the updating of the Township Recreation Plan.  Don also acknowledged 
and thanked Sue Becker (Planning Director) for her outstanding work and dedication to completing 
the draft proposal of the 2016-2020 Recreation Plan. 
 

Adjournment  

• Meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
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